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Age-Friendly Manchester aims to improve the 
quality of life for older people and make the city a 

better place to grow older.



About Manchester

• Population of 520k

• Relative low numbers of older people

• High numbers of BME people

• Low income city 

• Areas of population churn

• City-region is 2.8m 



How we work

Age-Friendly Manchester (AFM) is structured 

around:

– Since 2003 (and further back)

– AFM team based in Public Health Manchester

– AFM Older People’s Board – consultative group 
and ‘critical ear’ for programme

– AFM Steering Group – partnership board 

– AFM Older People’s Forum 

– Age-friendly locality networks across the city



Our partners

We work with older people and partners across the 
public, private and voluntary and community 
sector, including:

– Buzz (formerly known as Health and Wellbeing Service)
– Research partnerships – MICRA, University of 

Manchester, Manchester Metropolitan University 
– AFM cultural programme and Culture Champions
– Housing for an Age-Friendly Manchester programme
– Collaboration with Clinical Commissioning Groups –

e.g. Reducing Social Isolation and Loneliness 
– Greater Manchester Ageing Hub



Age-Friendly Manchester Themes

Our work is arranged a series of themes:

• Age-friendly neighbourhoods

• Age-friendly services

• Involvement and communication

• Knowledge and innovation

• Influence



Age-friendly neighbourhoods

Aim
To create age-friendly neighbourhoods which enable 
older people to be involved in their local area.

Objectives
– To support older people to deliver and participate in 

community projects and activities
– To promote local social, cultural and leisure opportunities 

which support good health and wellbeing
– To reduce the risk of social isolation and loneliness 





Age-friendly services

Aim

To improve the delivery of the city’s services through 
age-friendly working.

Objectives 
– To increase economic and cultural participation among 

older residents 

– To improve the health and wellbeing of older residents 

– To increase awareness and application of the Age-Friendly 
Manchester Older People’s Charter principles





Involvement and communication

Aim

To enable older people to access all of the information 
they need, and to influence decision-making. 

Objectives
– To enhance the opportunities for older people to 

participate in and influence Age-friendly Manchester

– To increase the number of communications issued in 
age-friendly formats

– To promote Age-friendly Manchester 





Knowledge and innovation

Aim 

To develop and test the city’s world-class evidence 
base on age-friendly approaches. 

Objectives 
• To complete a needs and assets assessment of the city’s older 

population 

• To agree a new set of indicators to measure progress for Age-
Friendly Manchester

• To deliver research projects which make a difference to the 
lives of older people





Influence

Aim

To strengthen Age-Friendly Manchester’s external 
partnerships

Objectives 
– To increase recognition of age-friendly approaches in 

local, national and international strategies and funding 
programmes 

– To strengthen Manchester’s collaborative partnerships 
locally, nationally and internationally

– To secure funding for Age-friendly Manchester 



Greater Manchester Ageing Hub

• GM will become the first age-friendly city region in 
the UK

• GM will be a global centre of excellence for ageing, 
pioneering new research, technology and solutions 
across the whole range of ageing issues

• GM will increase economic participation amongst 
the over-50s

• Five-year partnership agreed between GM Ageing 
Hub and Centre for Ageing Better



Greater Manchester Ageing Hub

• Conference 16th February 2017

• Foresight and policy reports

• Led of Steering Group

• Ambition for Ageing - £10m programme

• EU reference site



Thank you…

For more information:

p.mcgarry@manchester.gov.uk

0161 234 3503
@AgefriendlyMCR
@GMAgeingHub 

mailto:p.mcgarry@manchester.gov.uk

